Minutes, Friends of Pleasant Hill Creeks, June 6, 2007

Attendees: Pat von Behren, Bethallyn Black, Michelle Caisse, Bill Feil, Helène Feil, Sharyn Galloway, Elaine Jackson, Lillian Remer, Karen Talbot, Merry West, Don Wilson

Open Forum

Karen Talbot, Adaptive Horticulture instructor at Diablo Valley College, spoke about the mission of the DVC nursery to offer service learning projects for the handicapped students that she teaches. This grant funded program can provide plants for creek restoration. FOPH would simply need to wok with Karen regarding types and quantities of plants needed and other requirements. The summer session begins June 18th. 

Bill asked about black oak and big leaf maple. A discussion of possible planting projects at Ellinwood Creek followed. Sharyn indicated an interest in the group developing a plan for any landscaping and restoration. Lilly mentioned that an interagency report in the early 90’s had a plant list for Ellinwood Creek. This might be available still through Terri Williamson

Guest speaker

Bethallyn Black, Urban Horticulture Advisor for Contra Costa County spoke about landscaping with native plants in our local area, particularly in riparian corridors.

Bethallyn recommends using native plants in landscaping. They:

· are adapted to climate

· help maintain local biodiversity

· provides a sense of place

· can be low maintenance (riparian plants easiest to transplant, chaparral hardest)

· use fewer resources

· may have fewer plant diseases due to lower moisture requirement

Evaluate your landscape before selecting plants:

· topography (flat slope, riparian, ...)

· soil type (sand, silt, clay)

· soil ph

· exposure

· wind

· vertebrate pests (deer, dogs, children, ...)

CA climate is the most extreme Mediterranean climate in the world, having less rain overall and less summer rain.

Trees:

Note: Because of the very long tap root on seedlings, it is far better to plant oaks from locally harvested acorns than from container grown stock.

· Quercus lobata – valley oak. Well adapted to riparian zones and winter rain. Tolerates water, but not within 10’-15’ of trunk. Huge. Can be pruned. To kill an oak, plant a lawn and apply water or change the grade near the trunk.

· Quercus kellogii – black oak. Requires good drainage, tolerates garden water. Can live for 500 years, 30’+ high

· Quercus agrifolia – live oak. Less tolerant of summer water; needs good drainage. May go deciduous under drought stress. This is normal and not harmful.

· Acer macrophyllum – big leaf maple.

· Acer circinatum – vine maple.

· Aesculus californicus – California buckeye.

· Alnus rubra – red alder.

· Corylus cornuta – California hazel. Requres moist soil, tolerates strong wind, edible nut, tolerates partial shade

· Cupressus sargentii – Sargent cypress. dry lean soils, to 60’ in height

· Platanus racemosa – California sycamore. Riparian tree, needs water at least seasonally; important wildlife food source. Gets anthracnose with overwatering.

· Ptelea crenulata – California hop tree. Small deciduous tree, fragrant white-yellow blossoms; important butterfly food source. Hard to find for purchase. Plant at top of the bank.

· Sambucus mexicana – blue elderberry. Sambucus ‘black lace’ is beautiful. To germinate berries, try fermenting – make a mash of berries, add coffee for acid, let it sit for a few days. 

· Sambucus racemosa – red elderberry.

Shrubs

· Ceanothus spp.- California lilac.

· Cercis occidentalis. - western redbud

· Cercocarpus betuloides.  - mountain mahogany

· Chrysolepis chrysophylla. - golden chinquapin

· Fremontodendron californicum . - flannelbush

· Rhamnus californica. - California coffeeberry

· Rhus integrifolia. - lemonadeberry. Tolerates full sun, garden water, clay soil; 3-8’, attacts birds and butterflies, evergreen, edible fruit.

Perennials

· Diplacus aurantiacus – Monkeyflower. Fire adapted; cut to the ground every 3-4 years. Deer proof. (Note: Remove mulch when doing renovation pruning.)

· Eriogonum arborescens – Santa Cruz Island buckwheat.

· Penstemon heterophylla – blue bedder penstemon. Starting to bloom now on Shell Ridge. Accepts low pH soils.

· Romneya coulteri – Matilija poppy

· Salvia apiana – white sage.

· Salvia leucophylla – purple sage.

· Salvia mellifera – black sage

· Salvia clevelandii – Cleveland sage. Native to southern California

· Salvia spathacea – hummingbird sage. Coarse

· Vitis californica – California grape.

· Pentagramma triangularis – goldenback fern. Rocks along creekside; golden spore on back side. Easy to propagate with enough root.

Tips for growing natives:

· Don’t use drip irrigation

· Don’t amend the soil

· Don’t fertilize

· Place plants appropriately

Ellinwood Creek cleanup followup

The Earth Day cleanup project was successful. People had a good time, much trash was collected, more Arundo was cut and the Arundo that had been cut in previous months was removed by a professional landscape crew. Another cleanup event is being planned to coincide with the Boy Scouts centennial celebration, tentatively on August 4.

Arundo maintenance will continue with spraying and topping the green regrowth.

The maintained areas passed fire inspection. We need to make sure that piles of dry vegetation are not adjacent to combustible structures or plants.

Next meeting date

The next FOPH meeting will be on Wednesday, August 1. We are hoping to have David Custodio speak about creek setback regulations.

