Minutes, Friends of Pleasant Hill Creeks

December 5, 2007

Attendees

Michelle Caisse, Bill Feil, Jim Hale, Sharyn Hernandez, Pat Von Behren, Don Wilson, Kay Underwood

Presentation – J

Jim Hale, Contra Costa County wildlife biologist and consultant spoke about the local fauna and their ecology. Among his recent projects have been the relocation of problem bears at Lake Tahoe area.

He will soon begin new project on Chinook salmon and steelhead coming up Walnut Creek channel. These fish are spawning in the channel. Some were born there, others are strays, hypothetically from Mokelumne hatchery.

The animals mentioned in the presentation were:

· Stenopelmatus fuscus Jerusalem cricket - big food items for Pallid bats, burrowing owls, fox, coyote others.

· Flame skimmer dragonfly [See http://imnh.isu.edu/digitalatlas/bio/insects/drgnfly/libefam/lisa/lisafr.htm]

· California tiger salamander - formerly common. Major remnant population in CoCo Co., esp eastern. cattle ponds & vernal pools

· Aneides lugubris Arboreal salamandar - glues eggs in tops of tree cavities. Common in rparian areas.

· Batrachyceps, Slender salamander - two color phases. Also found in oak trees.

· California red-legged frog - Were eaten in the Bay Area. Are large, almost as big as a bullfrog. Now only in cattle ponds and slow moving streams.

· Pacific tree frog (chorus frog) - Numbers have been reduced by pesticides, fertilizers. Starting to come back.

· Bufo boreas - Western toad

· Western (Pacific) pond turtle - Only native turtle.

· Gilbert’s skink

· Western skink - striped. immature w/ blue tail)

· Coast horned lizard - Formerly common in loose gravelly, sandy soils along WC watershed. In defence, can shoot blood from interocular??. Doesn’t like the argentine ant, feeds on native ants, still found at lime ridge & Mt. diablo foothills.

· Alligator lizard

· Western fence lizard

· Sagebrush lizard –  found on tops of peaks in and around SF bay Mt. Tam, Hamilton, Diablo, Loma Prieta. Both Sceloporines (western fence & sagebrush lizards)filter lyme’s disease. Reduces Lyme disease incidense in black ticks to <5%, whereas in the east it is ~80%.

· California king snake – docile, beautiful, riparian and mixed evergreen

· Gopher snake – will mimic rattlesnakes

· Western racer  - at 7-8 mph, one of the fastest snakes. Feed on lizards (Sceloperus)

· California king snake – photo taken along Ellinwood channel. Feed on rattlesnakes, which are genetically programmed to avoid them

· Sharp-tailed snake 

· Ringnecked snake

· Garter snake – we have 3 species.

· Wilson’s warbler  - common in willow thickets

· Yellow breasted chat - Still around, but fewer because of destruction of riparian habitat.

· Stellar’s jay – riparian, mixed evergreen, wooded

· Scrub jay

· Cliff swallows – like bridge and feeway overpasses

· Western bluebird – starlings have outcompeted other cavity nesting species such as wester bluebird

· Whitebreasted nuthatch (yank-yank bird)

· Oak titmouse - cavity nester

· Dark-eyed junco - ground, understory or canopy nesters

· Hermit thrush - formerly winter visitor, but now are nesting over.

· Bewicks’ wren - Now a common backyard bird, along with house wren and ? wren

· Black-headed grosbeak – seed eater; beautiful

· black-crowned night heron – formerly roosted at Ellinwood channel

· Great egret

· Great blue heron

· Wood duck 

· Hooded mergansers - coming back. Seen regularly at Monument blvd and at drop structure 680/242.

· Barn owl – common in urban & suburban areas. Feed on rats, mice, pocket gophers. Found at Broadway Plaza. 80% of diet is introduced rodents.

· Burrowing owl.- Formerly common in Contra Costa Co. last stronghold is in Brentwood. One spotted in Limeridge recently. Crepuscular.

· Screech owl - Seen and heard downtown WC Staccatto descending call.

· Great horned owl - Feed on striped skunk and feral cats.

· American kestrel – fairly common. 85% diet is insects. 

· Cathartes aura Turkey vulture – Keenest olfaction. Can sense essence of dead meat 600 miles away. Major roost at Mike’s Bike on Contra Costa Blvd.

· Golden eagle - Eastern Contra Costa Co & Alameda Co have highest nesting density in the world. Favorite pray items ground squirrel, voles, pocket gopher. In Siberia, #1 prey item is the timberwolf. 

· Bald eagle – Last 4 years nested at San Pablo Reservoir; last 8 years at Del Valle. Showing interest at Lafayette Reservoir. Ospreys are also looking at nesting locally.

· Salt marsh harvest mouse

· California vole

· California ground squirrel

· Broadfooted mole – lives mostly underground, insectivorous. Only mammal with reversible pellage

· Susuin shrew – Only mammal with poison glands – modified salivary gland. Stains their teeth red. Live < 1 year, sexually mature at 1 month

· Pallid bat – eat potato bugs. leave chitinous remains at base of night roost

· Opossum – introduced into CA. Came up from central america along Rio Grande into eastern US, until several hunters brought them to CA. Only north americal marsupial.

· Raccoon

· Black-tailed hair - Still found at Rossmoor, formerly common in central county

· Audobon’s cottontail – crepuscular and nocturnal

· Brush rabbit

· Striped skunk – incidence of rabies was over 90%. Stress and overpopulation cause the disease to break out.

· Long tailed weasel - Very common, but rarely seen. Very aggressive, have scent glands. Feed on small rodents.

· Cinnamon phase black bear - In 1966 Jim saw a black bear in Orinda, another in Mt. Diablo. There are populations in Santa Cruz county, and occasionally get stragglers coming up the Coast Range

· Tule Elk - were at Concore Naval Weapons Depot, then relocated. Still ~ 85 at Sunol Regional Park.

· Wild boar - introduced 1924-5 in Monterey County. Many in CoCo. Need to control. #1 game animal in CA. Back side of Curry Canyon

· San Joaquin Kit fox - East county, Brush Peak, documented stragglers at Concord Naval Weapons Station.

· Coyote –Shell Ridge open space

· Mountain Lion – Las Trampas, St. Mary’s College, Bolinger Canyon. Twelve chance encounters in CCC.

· Spotted skunk - hadn’t been documented for years, but recently several sightings in Orinda.

· Badger - sighted at Limeridge 1 week ago; in May live kill on Ignacio Valley Rd. 5 badgers at golf course on Crow Canyon Rd. None recently west of 680. Starting to reinvade. Shifted to nocturnal and crepuscular.

Ellinwood Creek Cleanup

Work is now focusing on Boy Scout end for fire safety. Pat is leading project beginning at a condo outflow currently flowing attempting to make a small channel from it.

Planning Commission Meeting on Creek Setback

It would be good for FOPHC to attend.

Future Discussion Ideas

Future meeting dates

February 6 (1st Wed)

