Minutes, Friends of Pleasant Hill Creeks, October 4, 2006

Attendees: Bill and Helene Feil, Bea Moore, Walter, Sharyn Galloway, Bette Wilgus, Michelle Caisse

Creek Tour

The group toured Bea Moore’s restoration site on Grayson Creek, where a group of PH Middle School kids had removed ivy from the creek banks and planted native elderberry, grasses, and other plants.

Open Forum

Sharyn stated that she had opened an account for FOPH Creeks, depositing $110 in donation that had come in.  She has thank you letters for donations and assistance to FOPH Creeks.  She is looking for sites in Pleasant Hill for an Urban Creeks Council workshop involving plantings to for erosion control.

Bill requested that we all find people willing to join our mailing list for more lobbying power. People can join the mailing list by visiting the Land for Urban Wildlife web site ore requesting a subscription at contact@land4urbanwildlife.org.

Treasurer’s Report 

The group discussed the pros and cons of maintaining group funds in a separate FOPH account versus in a Land for Urban Wildlife account.  Decided that for simplicity and to allow donors deductions because of the Land for Urban Wildlife non-profit status, we would use the latter.

Details of the Treasurer’s Report were published on the agenda for this meeting.

Discussed use of a chipper shredder.  It is not economical to rent frequently.  Michelle offered to lend hers, the same model that was rented, whenever it is needed.

The mailing that was done prior to the August 4 meeting was effective and would be worth doing again.

Cost of liability insurance is about $1000 per year.  Having it would allow us to recruit volunteers for projects.

Program

Bette Wilgus, resident of Pacheco and member of the Pacheco Municipal Advisory Council, spoke to the group about her grassroots effort working with the city and citizens of Pacheco to install attractive, maintainable landscaping along the median strip of major Pacheco streets.  It was a very interesting presentation that illustrated the process of working with local government to maintain public property for beautification, preservation of open spaces, and public access.

Ellinwood Creek Cleanup

Bill displayed Arundo roots and shoots that dug up. The roots were very large. Almost all of the Arundo is gone, but will require continual spraying, perhaps for several years.  Several other areas need to be cut, one small and one large.

Bette mentioned the possibility of and I-5 grant for creek cleanup projects.  This could pay for insurance.

Future Discussion

The speaker at the December meeting will be Bob Case, member of the Invasive Plant Council.  He will discuss invasive plants.

Walter suggested that we hear city staff at a future meeting regarding creekside projects.

